144                                           PUBLICATION

3.  Delivering sermons.

4.  Submitting a manuscript to a publisher or to a committee.

5.  Distributing  gratis,   typed,   mimeographed,   or  multigraphed
copies to a class or limited group (but see 4 above).

6.  Sending proof copies for review or samples to the trade.

7.  Sending out films for private showings.

8.  Distributing 'parts' of a play or music for rehearsal.

9.  Reading a poem, short story, monologue, chapter of a book in
public, or over the radio.

10. Producing a play or rendering music.

Most countries, including the United States and countries of the
International Copyright Union, base copyright protection on *first
publication.' It is therefore advisable for a foreign author publishing
his book abroad to have it carry a United States copyright notice on
its first appearance. If he publishes it without notice in Italy, for
example, and allows copies to be imported for sale in the United States,
the book falls automatically into the public domain and can never
acquire a valid United States copyright. The only exception is books
in the English language first published abroad on which ad interim
copyright is secured. But if books in English are imported into the
United States, either bound or in 'sheets9 and sold here, they are 'pub-
lished*; even though an American edition is produced later it cannot
receive American copyright. This applies even in wartime. (See Ad
Interim.)

A work should always carry the date of its first publication in the
copyright notice. If a book is first published in Scotland in December
1944, receives ad interim protection, and is subsequently published
and copyrighted in the United States in February 1945, its copyright
notice should read 1944.

If a publisher announces a book for January 1946, has it printed
with a 1946 copyright notice, sends his advance copies to the Copy-
right Office for deposit with a January 1946 date on the premature
deposit slip, but then sells copies in his own sales room before Christ-
mas, or authorizes their sale by book stores before Christmas, he has
published his book in December 1945, with a false copyright date,
and has possibly lost his copyright irrevocably, should it ever be chal-
lenged in court. Even though the Copyright Office is unaware of his
Christmas sales and issues him a certificate, should there ever be an